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ADVERTISERS WANTED! 

The MDARC PACIFICON Committee is looking for businesses to support PACIFICON '92 by purchasing 
advertisements in the Program Brochure. The rates are reasonable and one-half the price can be donated 
toward door prizes. If you know of a business, or your own business would like to help out, please 
contact Pete Tormey, N6QGN, at (510) 680-0920. Remember, the business need not be directly related 
to HAM radio and valuable exposure to a ripe market can be had at a reasonable price! - Pete Tormey, 
N6QGN 


FROM THE EDITOR 


When I was originally approached by the MDARC Board of Directors to be the editor of the Carrier | 
naively thought that the biggest challenge would be putting the whole thing together by the monthly 
deadline. Although I will never under estimate the effort required to make the Carrier a reality each 
month, a greater challenge has emerged. How to create a MDARC newsletter that satisfies all 460 plus 
members. Well, | have to admit that over the years my more idealistic ways have mellowed into a more 
realistic viewpoint. Each individual issue of the Carrier will never Satisfy everyone. The best I (we) can 
hope for is that each issue can satisfy the majority of our members. Notice that I have intentionally 
referred to the Carrier as individual issues, for ideally each issue will have a personality of its own...and 
this is the secret to creating a newsletter that satisfies nearly everyone. 


So how does each issue of the Carrier take on a personality of its own? By everyone in the club with 
their own unique perspectives on issues about and with MDARC participating by submitting articles of 
their own. The rules are simple: 1)The Editor does not write the Carrier, the MDARC members do; 2) 
The Editor only edits articles that are incorrect or inappropriate; 3) The monthly deadline is the first of 
each month; and 4) if it all practical, please submit articles on computer disk in a "text only" format 
(optional, but it will limit the "miles" put on this editor and yes | will return the disk). In closing I'll quote 
a well worn, but appropriate, cliché " If you are not part of the solution, then your part of the problem". 
Greydon H. Hicks, KC6SLE 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SOUTH CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
AMATEUR RADIO PACKET BULLETIN BOARD 


When the South Contra Costa County member of the East Bay Packet Radio Local Area 
Network (LAN), KI6YK, was established 2% years ago, Lew Jenkins' N6VV in Pleasant Hill 
was the Gateway Station (including UHF, VHF and HF) and the only other stations in the LAN 
were KJ6FY-1 in Benicia and WD6CMU in Richmond. Since then, N6VV has been replaced as 
the Gateway Station by KA6FUB in Martinez (UHF and VHF) and 5 BBSs have been added to 
the LAN: KI6WE, Pleasant Hill; W6SF, Stockton; N6ECP, Redding; WA6HAM, Pittsburg; and 
AA6QR, Orinda. Along the way, there have been other BBSs in the LAN which have since 
shifted to another LAN. 

The KI6YK BBS was initially set up in the Danville EOC at the major fire station in that 
town. But with the move of the Administration of the San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District 
(SRVFPD) to a new Headquarters Building and with major renovations to be done at the 
Danville EOC, the BBS was moved to the Fire Headquarters Buildmg in San Ramon about a 
year ago, where it will remain. 

Operating on a frequency of 144.93 MHz, KI6YK initially did its forwarding on that user 
frequency. But within a few weeks of operation, it was able to do its forwarding on the 33cm 
band, thus relieving the user frequency of a significant load and bringing the BBS into compli- 
ance with the policy of Northern California Packet Association (NCPA), the body whose 
planning and organization have helned establish the Northern California component of Westnet 
as the premier Packet System it is. 

When it first started forwarding on the 220 band, it did so through the KREG node of the 
Contra Costa linked system of nodes near Mt. Diablo, with a pretty reliable path. However, 
when the antenna tower at the Danville EOC was changed, the link to KREG was significantly 
less reliable and some forwarding had to revert to the user frequency. But not for long, because 
the move to San Ramon followed shortly afterward. About that time, a 220 node, HIGH, was 
established on Highland ridge in Southern Contra Costa County as part of the system's continu- 
ing program of expanded and improved facilities orchestrated by Brad Watson, WA6AEO. At 
first in San Ramon the BBS tried forwarding to KREG using a beam antenna but the results were 
less than satisfactory. But with the availability of the Highland node, easy and reliable forward- 
ing was once again possible. 

The East Bay LAN does almost all of its forwarding on the 33 cm band and the frequen- 
cies are shared with other LANs, most of which are operating from high level sites. So forward- 
ing within the LAN has become a significant problem and the weak link in the system as the 
number of BBSs has increased and the volume of traffic mushroomed. In an attempt to find 
ways of relieving the forwarding bottleneck, NCPA has been working with the repeater 
coordinating body, NARCC, and various Amateur Television (ATV) groups, to find available 
spectrum space within the 23 cm band, but with only limited success. But in the case of the 
KI6YK BBS, another possibility for forwarding became available with the move to San Ramon. 
It was the SRVFPD microwave system that links the SRVFPD Headquarters to Highland Ridge. 
With great cooperation from the SRVFPD, the County Communications Section and utilizing 
considerable innovation and expertise, Dennis Matzen, KA6FUB, was able to establish the 
necessary link between KI6YK and KA6FUB utilizing that microwave path. 
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[In an attempt to provide as much redundancy to the system as possible, a DRSI PC*PA 
board was installed in the computer at the KI6YK BBS so that forwarding was not only available 
through the microwave system, but also via the 220 backbone system as a backup. And as a third 
available path, forwarding is still possible on the user frequency via HIGH. And to add further 
reliability to the system, KI6YK is able to connect directly to KA6FUB, KI6WE, AA6QR and 
KJ6FY-1! within our LAN as well as to NOARY in the South Bay LAN and WA6YH4SJ-1 in the 
"OTHER" LAN. In addition, access to an almost endless number of other stations is available 
via the nodes on Highland Re and Mt. Vaca and the other nodes they can access. So, as an 
important station in the Contra Costa County's Linked Packet Bulletin Board System, the KI6YK 
BBS is available to provide for the communication needs of the agencies in the San Ramon 


Valley which it serves as well as for its Ham users. 


George Jones, KI6YK 
6/92 


Lafayette Reservoir 
CLUB PICNIC DRAWS 


ENTHUSIASTIC CROWD 


By Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 

If you missed the club picnic on July 19th, you 
missed one of the club highlights of the year. An 
enthusiastic crowd of some 70 club members and 
their families picnicked under absolutely perfect 
conditions at Lafayette Reservoir 

The picnic, organized by ‘organizer par 
excellence” George Roush, WB6OFH, did all the 
things family groups do at picnics. They ate very 
well and played very hard. 

For instance, two groups of hams and non-hams 
organized into a tug-of-war using an inch and a 
half hawser. It was a battle of the two Dick's as 
Dick (AA6DL) Schulze’s team took on Dick (KT6X) 
Brown’s team to try to pull the red flag over a 
center-line. Brown’s team finally “won” the pull 
after shouting pleas to a nearby group of 
Tonganese for assistance. 

So tough was the competition that the pull, 
advertized as a _ two-out-of-three match, was 
cancelled at the end of the first match. Schulze 
filed a formal protest of the outcome. 

Some 60 people lined up to participate in a 
water balloon toss. The first round was finally 
won by the team of Bart McGlothin, KC6SAV and 
Chris Payne, a non-ham guest. (Payne was later 
identified as a “ringer.") The second round toss 
was won by John (N6PUL) and Marie Bates. 

In the egg toss Keith Lattin N6PMF and Jeff 
Jones AB6MB were successful as the team of 
Dick Schulze and Dick Brown "“egged out" from a 
distance of about 35 feet. 


In the egg run, which consisted of carrying an 
egg on a spoon at a full run some 40 feet and 
back to the starting line, Pete Nelson, the son of 
Greg Nelson, WB6MBD was declared the winner 
after Paul Girard, KC6TZU was caught cheating 


< a J . . . 
for the second yeer in 2 row, drawing a lifetime 


suspension. 

MDARC members showed their T-Hunting 
talents when the "fox" was caught in 13 minutes 
by a team of Keith Lattin N6PMF and his faithful 
"dog" Jim Tittle, KC6SOE. They were using an 
ultra sophisticated Doppler phase shift tracking 
device which not only aimed at the transmitter, 
but gave the number of paces necessary and 
indicated the type of equipment the “fox" was 
using. It was almost “no contest." 

Placing second was Robbie Robinson, N6NML, 
using a quad cube designed by WASHQ4J. 
Robinson would have won the contest had he not 
taken a detour to check the size of trout caught 
at lakeside. Third place went to Greg Nelson, 
WB6MBD and his son, Pete, who were using a © 
refined version “home brew" inverted phased 
dipole arrangement. The unit was impressive in 
design. 

Other participants included Lauren, WA6CIE, 
using a 48" body shield; Jeff G7ILM, using a three 
element beam and Bart, KC6SAV using a body 
shield antenna. 

The picnic group awarded the “grand prize’ to 
George and Bertha Roush (WB6OFH) for 
“consistently good picnics and other events.” 

George reminded “Don’t forget to mark your 
calendars. The 1993 picnic will be here before 
you know it. Same time, same place." 


jr: 
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE 
by George Jones, KI6YK 


MDARC |s happy to welcome the following new members 

to the cub: 

BURTON, Jeff; NIDQP, Technician 
600 Wilbur Ave. #1005, Antioch, CA 94509 
(510)706-1106(h), (510)689-1372(w) 

CASSMAN, Vic; W6OR, Extra 
25 Linda Vista St. Orinda, CA 94563 
(510)253-1217(h) 

CORCORAN, Stephen |. (Steve); N7URC, Technician 
2294 Gl Port Ln, Walnut Creek, CA 94598 

COY, Andy; KD6LNS, Technician 
615 Candlebery Rd, Walnut Creek, CA 94598 
(510)944-1504th) 

DANEMAN, Alle; awaiting technician license 
1160 Lawrence Rd, Danville, CA 94526 
(510)801-1782(h) 

DEARBORN, Tey H; W6HPC, General 


3812-A Hanny Valley Rd. lafayette, CA 94549 . 


(510)283-2913(h), (510)}685-8414(w) 
GEORGE, John; KB6RSY, Technician : 

| 3861 Riverview PL, Concord, CA 94520 
(510)674-9303(h) 

GIL, Pavan; awaiting technician license 
1079 Lehigh Valley Crcle, Danville, CA 94526 
(510)838-7017(h) 

HEBERT, Wiliam N. (Bal; KESDC, Advanced 
1597 3rd Ave. Apt. C, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
(510)934-1692(h) 

HINES, Pat; KD4BFA, Technician 
140-17 Reflections Dr., San Ramon, CA 94583 
(510)830-0959(h), (415)858-3918(w) 

JARCHOW, Mike; KE6HD, Advanced 
8681 Southwick Dr., Dublin, CA 94568 
(510)551-8184(h) 

LARROWE, james A. (im) N6ZQB, Technician 
3984 Newcastle Rd., Concord, CA 94519 
(510)671-0690(h), (510)674-6687(w) 

LECK, Harris H; VE6DK, Canada 
P.O. Box 901, Alamo, CA 94507 
(510)943-5325(h), (510)842-3546{w) 

LECK, Mark H; SWL; P.O. Box 901, Alamo, CA 94507 
(510)943-5325(h) 


UNTON, Jay |; KD6HXH, Technician 
2212 Oak Hits Cir. #24, Pittsburg, CA 94565 
(510)709-0240th) 

MALZONE, Louis G. SW; 20 Hilton Ct, Walnut Creek, CA 
94595; (510)938-6735(h) 

MATHEWS, Brian, KD6IZK, Technician 
1275 Central Bivd, #238, Brentwood, CA 94513 
(510)516-1948(h), (510)975-681Xw) 

PATINO, jorge L; KBOBIY, Technician 
720 Black Point Pl, Clayton, CA 94517 
(510)}672-593%h) 

PILLON, Jacque C; SW; P.O. Box 6099, Concord, CA 
94524; (510)798-9500th & w) 

SCHLEMER, Robert L. (Bob); KD6KIA, Technician 
4507 Lodovico Ct. Fremont, CA 94555 
(510)794-9745(h) 

SIMON, Todd G:; KI6E, Advanced 
1029 Ridge Park Dr., Concord, CA 94518 
Former MDARC member as WA6TXS 

TLEMAT, Ramy; KD6GLV, Technician 
1371 Brookview Or, Concord, CA 94520 
(5 10)827-0665(h) 

TURNER, David F. (Dave); KDGINE, Technician 
341 Daffodil Dr., Fairfield, CA 94533 
(707)434-9686(h), (510)439-3096(w) 


pr rete tat nahi a maaan 


Changes in call, licence class, address or phone numbers 
should be sent to the MDARC Membership Chairman, 
P.O. Box 23222, Pleasant Hil, CA 94523. 


SPOOF OR CLASSIC RADIO? 

Are the dress code requirements of the Rocky 
Ridge Repeater Group for real, or was it wholly a 
ploy to get publicity for PACIFICON ’92? How 
would WD9BIV enforce such a rule, or would he? 

lt makes no difference, because as H. L. 
Menecken said in 1931, "Nobody ever went 
broke, overestimating the intellegence of the 
American Public." 
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CLUB AUCTION IS 
SET FOR SEPT. 18 


Mark your calendar right now for the second 
club auction of the year. It will be Friday evening, 
September 18, said Paul Girard, KC6TZU, Club 
Auction Committee Chairman. Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran Church, 1350 Carol Lane, Lafayette, is 
the site of the extravaganza. 

“We have an excellent start on items for the 
auction, so this has all the earmarks of being 
another success," Girard said. 

The date of the auction, normally in October, 
was moved to September to accommodate 
PACIFICON ’92, being held at the Concord Hilton 
Hotel October 16-18. 

Among items the auction will feature are items 
left over from the April auction, and items not sold 
at the private offering of the estate of Don Peattie, 
WB6TEE. 


Girard said items left from the Peattie sale will 
go on the auction block at prices five (5) percent 
lower than the asking at the sale. “From there on, 
the bidder will be in control, unless there is a 
‘buyback’ from the estate," Girard said. 

For new members of the club, and hams 
everywhere, here is how the auction works: You 
may bring ONLY ham related equipment to the 
auction for sale. The club retains ten (10%) of the 
Sales price. If you "buy back" the item, there is a 
$1 charge per item. 

The auction is a fast paced sale of ham radio 
gear by three auctioneers working in revolving 
"shifts." 

Doors for the auction will open to sellers at 5:30 
p.m. and to buyers at 6:30 p.m. First gavel is at 
7 p.m. and the final gavel falls at 10:30 p.m. 
Watch the next edition of the Carrier for auction 
equipment slips which must accompany all items 
to be sold. -- KC6TZU 


Your Contra Costa Ham Radio Headquarters 


A.E.A. Interfaces, T.N.C’s & Antennas 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 

Amphenol Coax Connectors 
Astron Regulated Power Supplies 
A.R.R.L. License Manuals, Books, Tapes 
and Reference Guides 


Avanti/Antenna Specialists "On Glass" Antennas 


A.O.R. Ace Scanning Receivers 
Bencher Paddles 


B.& W. Antennas, Coax Switches & Accessories 


Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 
Butternut Antennas 


Callbooks, Maps, Guides & Supplements 
Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 


Hustler Mobile Antennas, Mounts & Brackets 

Gordon West Books and Code Practice Tapes 
Larsen V.H.F. & U.H.F. Mobile Antennas & Mounts 

M.F.J. Keyers, Tuners, T.N.C.'s, Switches &-Access. 


Mirage V.H.F. & U.H.F. Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 


P.C. Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Xmtrs. 


Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
Yaesu H.F., V.H.F. & U.H.F. Transceivers 
and Accessories 


Code Practice Sofware exible Rubber Ank 7 


ors. ee Code Practice. Oscillators S fe adphones 


1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
(415) 685-7388 


Mon-Fri: 10-5:30 Sat: 9-4 
In Downtown Concord between Willow Pass Rd. & Concord Blvd. 
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CONCORD-MT.DIABLO TRIALRIDE 


The Concord-Mt. Diablo Trialride Association 
has donated a 2-meter antenna and 20 foot 
mast to the MDARC. The antenna was 
formally mounted on the roof of their 
clubhouse and used by MDARC members to 
keep ride officials in touch with an operator at 
the club who could call for help by telephone 
if an emergency occurred. Of course this was 
before the days of “autopatch” which has 
eliminated the need for an operator on 
standby at the club. 


We are grateful to the Association for their 
generous donation. On Saturday, June 6, 
1992, Clarence Anderson, KD6JAF, John 
Bates, N6PUL, Joe Gregory, WAGDQN. and 
Fletcher Young, KIGRP, removed the antenna 
and mast from the CMDTRA clubhouse in 
Clayton. It use is at the discretion of the 
MDARC board. - Joe Gregory, WAGDQN — 


The Rocky Ridge Repeater Group elected a 
new secretary at the last General membership 
meeting held on July 15, 1992. 
Congratulations to Kent Barham, KD6JAC. 
Look for Kent's RRRG meeting minutes 
elsewhere in this issue of the Carrier. - Editor 


DELTA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Jane Walker, N6NVA, fellow MDARC member 
and president of the Delta Amateur radio Club, 
would like to encourage all those interested to 
attend DARC’s general membership meetings. 
The meetings are held on the last Thursday of 
each month at Homestead Savings and Loan, 
15 and A Streets in Antioch, 1900 hours. 
- Editor 


CHILD SHUTS DOWN CLUB 


A child playing with his grandfather's 2-meter 
rig is blamed for an “open mic” on the club's 
147.060 repeater which caused the system to 
be shut down for several hours on Sunday, 


July 26. The grandfather was on an extended 
trip out of town. However, we should all recall 


that we are responsible for the operation of 
our FCC licensed stations at all times and 
should take care that our stations are 
“jnoperative” in our absence. 


The location of the “open mic” was identified 
through the used of a Doppler scan. Credit for 
locating this “fox” goes to Paul Girard, 
KC6TZU and Jim Tittle. KC6SOE. 

- Editor 


Jeff Jones, formally KC6SKV, has upgraded to 
Amateur Extra. Jeffs new call sign is AB6GMB. 
Congradulations Jeff and sorry we missed this 
in the July Carrier. - Editor 


PACIFICON PATCHES STILL 
AVAILABLE 


A limited supply of 100 percent embroidered 
red, white and blue patches depicting the 
Pacificon ‘92 logo are still available. The 
patches were created from the original design 
by Seymore Snaer and Carla Nelson. They 
sell for $3 each with the proceeds going to the 
club to help offset Pacificon expenses. They 
can be worn on club jackets, hats or shirts (be 
sure that all of these items meet the new 
RRRG dress code if you want to wear them 
while using the clubs repeaters. In fact, | 
wonder if logos and patches are legal under 
the new dress code? This also raises the 
issue that the new club T-shirts are in 
violation! How about this Paul?) 


Patches are available for $3 each by either 
attending the next MDARC _ general 
membership meeting or by sending a SASE to 
Jay Caldis, KT6Y at 2890 Grande Camino, 
Walnut Creek CA 94598. 

- Editor 


MDARC SPEAKER FOR AUGUST 


The August MDARC general meeting on 
Friday, August 21, 1992, will feature a program 
by Curtis Wheeler, KD6GELA. Curtis’ program 
will present a nation-wide credit card 
information system based on _ packet 
technology. Remember, the monthly meeting 
starts at 8:00 PM at Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church, 1035 Caro Lane, Lafayette. - Rich 
Shappee, WA5SHQJ. 


| The Carrier of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club Page 7 | 


Rocky Ridge Repeater Group 
General Meeting 
July 15, 1992 


The regular meeting was called 
to order at 8:00 Pm by chairman 
Paul Girard. K was motioned to 
raplace Don Anthony, N6SAI, as 
club secretary. Dwane McGlothin, 
N6SPX, nominated Kent Barham, 
KD6JAC, to be the new secretary. 
The motion was carried and 
approved. 


Tres. Norma Davis announced a 
current bank balance of $5132.76 
and all bills paid. 


Keith Lattin, N6PMF., presented 
the technical report in which he 
explained the new ATV video 
controller due to go on line before 
PACIFICON 'S2. The new controller 
will provide better remote access 
and improve the audio level of the 
ATV repeater. Keith also stated the 
need for volunteers with video 
cameras to participate in 
PACIFICON 'S2. The banquet will 


* cS. 7 af’ = yer 
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KENWOOD 


2M/440 MHz 
Extended Receive 
Dual Receive/ 

Dual LCD Read-out 
OTSS, CTCSS, 

42 Memories 

DTMF AUTO DIALER 


FT-26/FT-76 


be broadcast live. Help is needed 
to document he entire event. It was 
also noted hat the 2 meter repeater 
antenna as been relocated on the 
tower to chieve a better signal. 


Tim Barrett, WOS9BIV, motioned 

to enact a dress code for all using 
club repeaters. Motion was 
approved. 


Concem from club members on 

the subject of jamming brought a 
three point answer from the 
chairman: 

1) Don't take matters into your 
own hands. 

2) Don't try to hunt down 
jammers. 

3} Ignore jammers. Record their 
signal strength and your 
location, time and date, and 
report this information to 
Paul or one of the repeater 
control operators listed in 
the club directory. 

There was also comment on 
stations who crossband repeaters. 
For technical reasons it was stated 
this should not be done ona 
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repeater to repeater basis. 
Extending on simplex to a repeater 
is acceptable under most 
conditions. 


The chairman also talked about 

the unacceptable practice of 
allowing others to use their codes 
or autopaich numbers. ff caught, he 
said you will be asked to resign 
from the club and the repeater 
group. 


One last note was that the 

current repeater configuration is 
just about to run out of autoslot 
numbers. I was stated that 
increasing the amount of autoslot 
numbers could not be done. It was 
proposed that anyone with a 
autoslot number who never uses it, 
might consider tuming it back in 

for a member who has a need for it. 


There were seven new members 
accepted to the R.R.R.G. group 
whose names follow: 

Bill Hadley; KD6KFW 

Ric Rattray; KD6KND 
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BURUNGAME STORE HAS MOVED TO SUNNYVALE !! ACROSS FROM FRY'S ELECTRONICS 


STORE WALK-IN HOURS: 


10 AM - 5:30 PM + CLOSED SUNDAYS 


NOW! Toll free in California! 


Glen Rickerd; KC6TNF 
Rick Schatz; KJ6LA 
Mare Sharon; KD@IZX< 
Pete Smith: KD6LNV 
Bob Zirkelbach; N6VHS 


The new members were swom in 
at 8:55 Pm. The chairman 
adjoumed the meeting at 8:57 Pm. 


Recorded by, 
Kent Barham, KD6JAC, Secty. HI 


1-880 af 230d Ave. ramp 


NEW ADDRESS! 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
$10 Lawrence Exper e102 
409 736-9496” 

800) 854-6046 


Tom, KB6LUC, Mor 
Lawrence Expy. $2. irom Hhey 101 
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REPEATER GROUP PASSES 
DRESS CODE REQUIREMENT 


If you are going to use the Club repeaters, you 
may well have to invest in more than a good 
transmitter and receiver. You might consider a 
visit to your local haberdashery or women’s wear 
department store. 

At it's July 15 meeting, the Rocky Ridge 
Repeater Group unanimously passed a dress 
code. The motion was made by Tim Barrett, 
WD9BIV and was seconded by Jay Caldis, KT6Y. 
The motion left RRRG members attending the 
meeting speechless and the item passed 
unanimously. 

Barrett said he was prompted to make the 
motion because “I’ve seen too much in the way of 
rag-tag clothing and it’s about time we cleaned up 
our act. After all, we are hosting PACIFICON ’92 
and we don’t want to look like a bunch of slobs." 

Paul Girard, KC6TZU, chairman of the repeater 
group said that the dress code would apply to 
anyone using the club repeaters on 2 meters, 70 
cm, and 220 mhz as well as ATV. 

"We are a high image, high visibility club, and 
we just can’t allow our people to look slovenly. A 
beer belly should be exposed in the bathtub, not 


on ATV. The quality of our ATV picture is better 


than most commercial stations. You certainly 
don't see commercial announcers with their belly 
buttons exposed." 

“It's a well known fact that when you are dressed 
properly when operating the radio you sound 
better, you feel better and your image comes 
across Cleanly. In addition, you are must less apt 
to end a sentence with a preposition," Barrett 
concluded. 

What does the code call for? “Well, for the men 
it basically it means wearing a shirt with a collar 
while transmitting. It also means that the females 
using our systems should be properly attired. 
That is, appropriate modesty is in order. Hats 
may be worn, providing they are in good taste 
and don’t squeeze or unduly heat the brain cells." 

The dress code, which will be enforced, is 
believed to be the first of its kind passed by an 
Amateur Radio club, or repeater group in the 

North American continent. Such a requirement is 
in force in the United Kingdom. 

“| am sure that we will all ultimately benefit from 
the valuable wisdom of a dress code," Girard said. 
‘It sometimes takes a while for the sage advice of 
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WDSEBIV to sink in, but ultimately it makes sense." 

Girard said he was appointing Barrett to the 
position of Dress Code Enforcement Officer for 
the remainder of the RRRG term of office. 

The dress code was fully discussed on Club 
nets on July 23, and on ATV the same evening. 
Acceptance was 98.4 percent with W6NKF 
objecting. He threatened suit until he was 
reminded that the RRRG is a democratic 
organization and that the motion had passed 
unanmiously. He was not present at the RRRG 
meeting, it was noted. 


AS WE SEE IT 


AN EDITORIAL 


The Rocky Ridge Repeater Group has always 
been innovative. As the custodians of the Mt. 
Diablo Amateur Radio Club repeaters on 2 
meters, 70 cm and 220mhz as well as ATV, they 
have earned the respect and admiration of hams 
not only from this area, but around the world. 

The ATV Group has set the technical standards 
for Amateur Radio television. 

Now the RRRG has passed a diess code for 
persons using its repeaters. It is a first in 
Amateur Radio, as nearly as we can tell. 

PACIFICON ’92 is being hosted by the club the 
weekend of October 16-18 at the Concord Hilton 
Hotel. Apparently PACIFICON ’92 was one 
motivating force behind Tim Barrett (WD9BIV) as 
he made the dress code motion, which passed 
unanimously. 

It's a known fact that behavior is modified when 
a person “dresses the part." A shirt and tie, or a 
skirt and blouse transform even the most 
disheveled into gentlemen and ladies. And, you 
feel better about yourself when you “look good." 
The image comes across “loud and clear’ when 
the chest is thrust forward and the human stands 
or sits upright. We have been told that radiation 
signals go farther when the sender is dressed 
properly. 

We think the dress code, applied properly and 
conformed to by all club members, and those 
using our repeaters, is well justified and a move in 
the right direction toward portraying an image that 
will keep the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club at 
the top of the heap. 

That’s how we see it! 


Persons with opposing views are welcome to express them 
by writing, Editor, the Carrier, at the address listed. | 


The Carrier of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 


M.D AER. eC; 
General Minutes 
July 17; 1992 
8:00 P.M. 


Board Members present: Pres. Pete 
Tormey; V.Pres. Richard Shappee; 
Treas. Stan Christian; Secty. 
Walt Ebbett. Directors: Dick Brown. 

Meeting called to order and 
visitors were introduced. The 
minutes as printed in the carrier 
were approved. 

Pres. Pete promoted PacifiCong92. 
V.P. Richard announced the programs 
for rest of year pretty well lined 
up except that Aug. $s «,etiil 
Shakey. The one man submarine 
will be present if can get back 
in time from present exhibition. 

Treas. Stan reported $4584 
in Hthe obank,._part..0f.. which is 
in Money Market. Also reporting 
membership for Geo. Jones, we 
now have 426 members. 

Secty. Walt reported that about 
33 pages of club history has been 
typed but that we are missing 
quite a few Carriers and Minutes. 

Paul Gerard presented to one 
of the artists. of .the..Pacificon92 
Logo, Seymour Snaer, KB60CI,. with 
a PacifiCon92 shoulder patch. 
The - other- ‘artist, --Carla  -Nelson 
was not present. Paul also reported 
books pertaining to Amateur Radio 
are needed for placing in the 
621 section at the County Library. 
The Fall Auction will be held 
the last Fri. in Sept. (see board 
minutes. W.E.) Paul also reported 
on the new attire for operating 
which is to get us ready for Oct. 

Wayne Merryman reported no 
public activities yet for Aug. 

Loren gave a run down on door 
prizes then reported on Field 
Day. About 50 on the hill which 
is’ the «most “since . “1980. Thanks 
to all who helped. 

Don Ledwith modeled the new 
jacket and says he needs money 
for those ordered and not paid. 
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The speaker was Tom Hora who 
was introduced by V.Pres. Richard 
as from our favorite Govt't. Agency 
the F.C.C. Tom has been with the 
Pe Ces Gor 8 -yrss Tne: topic: was 
"REE. u.-MOmone ‘Admits: Yto ft. Six 
meters is death to the neighbors 
fone. Tom asked, "can you _ help 
your neighbor?" If your neighbor 
complains, meet with him and show 
Him’ tae it 6S} Or) 618 noe hin, 
and also how to remedy the problem. 
Fear your neighbor with a lawsuit 
in mind, “not. the F.C.Cs. Promote 
international goodwill with your 
neighbor. Cordless telephones 
area source. -GE° RFTi-' Phe F.C.C. 
function is compliance with the 
law, not police. 

Drawing for door prizes was 
held after the program. Attendance 
for the evening was 98. 

Respectfully, 

Walter W. Ebbett, Jr., Secty. 


M.D.A.R.C 
Board Minutes 
Judy 29, 1992 

7330 -PM 


Present were Pres. Pete Tormey, 
Vice Pres. Richard Shappee, Treas. 
Stan Christian, Secty. Walt Ebbett, 
and Director Dick Brown. Committee 
Members present: Geo. Jones’~ and 
Paul Girard. : 
Minutes of 
were approved. 
Pres. Pete read a card from 
the mother o£ Robert Stormer, 
W6TNU, notifying us that her son 
is in the Veterans Hospital in 
S.F. and he would like to receive 
cards from the membership. His 
address is: Veterans Administration 
Hospital, Floor 1A, Room 52, 4150 
Clement St., SanFrancisco CA 94121. 
Discussion of a Radio Class 
through the Adult Ed. of the Mt. 
Diablo School Dist. was discussed. 
The cost to be $5, paid by each 
student. Our own instructors will 
be used. The Board approves. 
A motion was made, seconded 


previous meeting 
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(Board Minutes Continued) 
and passed that we buy more Tee 
Shirts. 

VevP., Richard announced the 
Aug. program is still Shakey. 
The Nov. program will be by a 
group of Doctors from Russia. 

Treas. Stan reports $4395.22 
in the treasury. The checking 
account is being moved to Great 
Western Savings because of better 
interest. 

Secty. Walt reported that the 
typing of the History of M.D.A.R.C. 
is proceeding but needs help in 
proof reading. Dick Brown said 
he would help. Also, he found 
a vintage radio and T.V. shop 
in Shingle Town. Anyone interested 
in vintage radio or T.V. or needs 
old tubes, contact the Secty. 
for more information. 

George Jones reported membership 
is now 460. 

Paul Girard reported to the 
Board on the dress code of the 
RRRG as it pertains to when you 
are using any of the repeaters. 
Also a letter from our editor 
pertaining to the dress code. 
Paul says the Fall Auction: will 
be on the 3rd Fri. in September. 

Dick Brown will be working 
up a new letter head. He also 


asked the board their opinion 
on the additional door prizes. 
rhe was favorable, so Dick is 


getting more Door Prizes. 

Next Board Meeting will be 
September 1st at the home of Dick 
Brown. 

Respectfully, 

Walter W. Ebbett, Jr., Secty. 


M.DJASR.C. 
Twenty Five Years Ago 
by Walt Ebbett, KB6QIB 


CLOSED AUCTION! 

Do Not Bring Items To Sell...But 
do bring money! You'll see 
something you want! 

We're auctioning off stuff for 
the family of a Silent Key. See 
you fri., Avg. 18th. 


WANTED! Short wave receiver to 
be loaned to disabled Mother who 
suffers from insomnia. For details 
contact Russ Beeson, WBO6THZ. 

(thot only hams had insomnia. 
w.e.) 

The Treasurer's report $346.72. 

The Aug. 1, 1967 Board received 
a suggestion that the club invest 
in some gear to loan or rent to 
Novices. 

Our yougest member (age 12), 
Nancy Gwynne (jr. Opr. -WS6PIR), 
has been in East Lyme CT, since 
June 23. 

Hal Mumford, WOFAR, and xXYL 
Mildred just returned from a trip 
east for five weeks. She picked 
up what she thot was her suitcase. 


Opened it later ---whoops, full 
of men's clothes! 
"DOME ih 


(submitted by Tex WB6TK) 
We were given two ends-~ with 
a commen link, 

With one we sit; the 
we think. 

Success in life depends on which 
we choose: 

Heads you win -- tails you lose! 

End of Pome. 


other, 


(author unknown) 

WHAT HAM RADIO WAS LIKE 50 YEARS 
AGO. A Talk by W6FAR, 6/16/67. 
(this is an interesting 3 page 
talk on hamming before and after 


wwii. If enough interest, maybe 
we can get copies made??? Let 
your Secty. know. W.W.) 
The West Coast Amateur 

Radio Service Net was 
gathering Betty Crocker. 
Coupons to help pay for a 

TV antenna system for 
Porterville State Hospital. 


Need 1,000,000 coupons. 1/2 
million to go. General Mills 
will subsidize the cost. 


Warren Wassom, WA6NDD has 
eqpt. for sale as he is going 
to Dental School. Editor's 
note: After Warren becomes 
a- dentist«<: can't. .you.- just 
see the phonetics he could 
use with that call of his! 
NDD! ("Nasty Drilling 
Dentist!". 
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The Mount Diablo Amateur The Rocky Ridge Repeater 


-Radio Club Group 
P.O. Box 23222 P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


Next Meeting: 
July 17, 1992 
8:00 PM 
Our Savior Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 


Next Meeting: 
July 15, 1992 
8:00 PM 
Contra Costa Fire College 
2945 Treat Bid., Concord, CA 


Club Officers Club Officers 
President: Chairman: 
Pete Tormey, NGQGN Paul Girard, KC6TZU 
(510)680-0920 (510)689-2346 
Vice President: Technical Chairman: 


Richard Shappee, WASHQJ 
(510)682-1644 


Mike Burke, KB6RMT 


Secretary: | RRRG Repeaters 
Walter Ebbett, KB6QIB 147.060/+(100 pl) 
(510)837-2204 224.780/-(077 pl) 
Treasurer: 441 .325/+(100 pl) 


Stan Christian, WU6P 


(510)672-0330 RRRG Nets 
Emergency Coordinator: Phone Net - Thursdays 

Skip Slates, KC6JEM 1930 Hours, 147.060/+(100 pl) 

(510)944-9749 Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
Directors: ATV Net - Thursdays 
Dick Brown, KT6X | 2000 Hours, Net Control: Mike Burke, 

(510)676-9048 KB6RMT, 

Larry Gansz, KB2GV Alt.: Don Smith, W6NKF, 


(510)356-2411 2nd Alt.: John Cunningham, KC6KIQ 
; Contra Costa County 


Thursdays, 1900 Hours First Thursday following 


Central County - 145.680/s first Wednesday, 
James House, KA6IVF 2000 Hours, 
(510)372-0345 3.895 MHz, QSY to 28.345 MHz 
East County - 146.535/s Net Control: 


Bill Hall, KBSM 
(510)778-0977 
South County - 146.355/+(100 pl) 
George Jones, KIGYK 
(510)837-9316 
West County - 145.110/- 


Hank Berriman, W6ZHY, AEC 


Carrier 
Editor: Greydon H. Hicks, KC6SLE 
(510)798-1251 
Folding: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
Robert Hughes, N6SPY Mailing: Walt Ebbett, KB6QIB 
510)527-7048 Labels: George Jones, KIGYK 
QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours Sheriffs’ Uniform Reserve 
Meeting of all County Clay Yale, NGYBQ 
ARES\RACES Nets '510)228-8223 


The Carrier of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club Page 12 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


Foothill Fleamarket Foothill College August 8, 1992 
Los Altos 


MDARC General Our Savior Lutheran Church August 21,1992 
Membership MTG 1035 Carol Ln.,Lafayette 


ARRL National Convention Los Angeles, CA August 20 - 23, 1992 


Deadline for September NA September 1, 1992 
Carrier Articles 


Livermore Swapmeet Las Positas College September 6, 1992 
Livermore 


RRRG General Membership Contra Costa Fire College September 16, 1992 
Meeting 


Sierra Hamfest and Monden, NV October 10,1992 . 
Campfaire 1 


Pacificon 1992 Chama takoniooneces October 16 - 18, 1992 
CA . “ 


The Carrier 

a newsletter of the 

Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 23222 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


